A FAMOUS RAIDER

Mashruma and Dhiraibi. Hamad the rabia and I were
riding ahead when he suddenly halted, his eyes fixed on
some distant object; and he stretched out his hand towards
me for my telescope. We dismounted while he pointed out
the hill that aroused his fears and motioning me to remain
where I was, crept forward towards it, using the cover of
the folded sands. Later he returned reassured, for the
suspicious thing proved to be a knoll and not an enemy.

Hamad, it seemed, was a marked man. He was famous
for raids, sometimes single-handed, into the Sa'ar country;
he had in fact shed Sa'ar blood, and so could not expect to
survive his next meeting with a superior party of them;
this and the Manasir blood-feud he had inherited gave him
many ghostly fears. Again and again he held us up while
he searched the horizons with my telescope, and whenever
we halted for the night, he would slink back over our tracks
for some miles lest we were being tracked by an enemy, and
return just after nightfall, when tracking was no longer
possible, with the glad news that our camp-fires could now
be safely lighted.

To our immediate north was reported the water-hole of
Waraiga. There my two original emissaries sent from
Dhufar to find their tribe had come upon them.1 And
there it was that the main herds of the tribe were now
grazing.

1 The route theytook is ofinterest in showing theRashidis'probable lineof
retreat before Sa'ar depredations. From Shisur my messengers had moved
north-eastwards along the Umm al Hait, struck through the sands of Umm
Dharta to those of Ghanim, where they watered at Khasfa and Ablutan,
thence north-westwards through the salt-pans and sand-mountains of Mijora
to the sands of Hibak, watering at Zughain, thence south-westwards to the
bordering water-hole of Fida, on through the sands of Dakaka to the water
ofWaraiga.,
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